
  

 
 

   
 

27 June 2026 

 

Strawberry Field opens rose garden honouring Sir George and Lady Judy 
Martin 

 

The Salvation Army’s Strawberry Field has unveiled a rose garden dedicated to the 

late Beatles producer Sir George Martin CBE, and his wife, Lady Judy Martin, a 

devoted patron of the charity’s Liverpool centre. 

 

The Sir George and Lady Judy Martin Rose Garden is the first public tribute of its 

kind dedicated to the legendary producer. At its heart, a curved brick wall featuring 

an engraved Portland stone celebrating his career alongside 30 discs marking the 

UK No.1 singles he produced with the likes of Cilla Black, Gerry and the 

Pacemakers, the Beatles and Elton John during a career that defined an era of 

British music. 

 

As a patron of the charity, Lady Martin wanted to create a space of peaceful 

reflection where people could sit and look across to the famous Strawberry Field 

gates, surrounded by her favourite roses.  

 

The roses were selected for their colour and fragrance, so that the space may be 

enjoyed by all visitors, including those with limited sight. Many were a gift from Lady 

Judy before her death in 2023, sourced from David Austin Roses in her favourite 

shades of red and pink.  

 

Spanning 95 square metres, the accessible garden includes a water feature, a 

circular raised rose bed and seating areas. Visitors enter the rose garden through 

decorative gates, painted by pop artist James Wilkinson.  

 

The garden was officially opened on Saturday 27 June by the couple’s children, 

Giles Martin and Lucie Kitchener, Cliff Cooper, CEO of Orange Amps and a patron of 

Strawberry Field, Julia Baird, honorary president of Strawberry Field and sister of 

John Lennon, Major Michelle Lovegrove-Huggins and Majors Ian and Tracey 



  

 
 

   
 

Mountford. Other attendees included Mike McCartney, Sir Paul McCartney’s younger 

brother, and Lady Ann Dodd. 

 

Speaking at the opening, Giles said: “This rose garden is such a fitting tribute to my 

parents in several ways. Just as you would care for a rose, my father nurtured and 

loved the artists he worked with. His love of hard work symbolised by the redbrick 

wall, his time for peace and reflection represented by the flowing water. My mother 

was a great supporter and patron of Strawberry Field; her passion is evident in the 

fantastic work the Steps to Work team do to help young people blossom and flourish. 

I’d like to thank the team for their hard work in making this happen, and Cliff for his 

wonderful generosity.” 

 

The rose garden was donated by Cliff Cooper, CEO of Orange Amps and a patron of 

Strawberry Field, who in 2023 also gifted the site’s Sgt. Pepper-inspired bandstand. 

“As a patron of Strawberry Field, I’m honoured to support this tribute to Sir George 

and Lady Martin,” he said. “Their impact on music and their dedication to charitable 

causes align in harmony with the spirit of Strawberry Field.” 

 

Also revealed was a display of exclusive photographs which have been shared for 

the first time by the Martin family and by Mike McCartney from their personal 

archives. Visitors to Strawberry Field can enjoy the display of these fresh insights 

into the Martin’s love of roses and relationship to Strawberry Field throughout the 

summer. 

 

The Salvation Army’s Major Michelle Lovegrove-Huggins said “It is a pleasure to 

open the rose garden in memory of Sir George and his contribution to music and 

Lady Judy Martin. Lady Judy was a valued patron of The Salvation Army and 

Strawberry Field and supported our work empowering young people in the 

community into paid work. We look forward to welcoming visitors to reflect in the 

garden she helped to create, as she once imagined.” 

 

Strawberry Field is open daily 10am-5pm, when visitors are welcome to enjoy the 

new garden.  Donations made at the garden support Steps to Work at Strawberry 



  

 
 

   
 

Field, a programme helping young adults who face barriers to employment – 

including those who are neurodivergent or have learning differences – into 

meaningful, paid work. 

 

For more information about Strawberry Field, visit the website, and on social media – 

Facebook, TikTok, X and Instagram.   
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For further enquiries, please contact Lewis Hinds, Influential: E: 
hinds@thisisinfluential.com / T: 07488 349 589 

 
Notes to editors:  
 
About Strawberry Field:  
 
The Salvation Army’s Strawberry Field is an award-winning visitor attraction located in 

Woolton, south Liverpool, at the iconic site immortalised by John Lennon in The Beatles' hit, 

‘Strawberry Fields Forever’.  

  

Telling the interweaving stories of The Salvation Army children’s home, John Lennon's 

childhood and the writing and recording of the iconic song ‘Strawberry Fields Forever’, the 

Strawberry Field attraction is home to an interactive visitor exhibition which includes the actual 

‘Imagine’ piano, the original red gates, and the gardens where John played, climbed trees and 

dreamed as a child. 

  

Through archival footage, photographs, timelines and specialist media guides, visitors to 

Strawberry Field can experience where John Lennon found sanctuary as a child and what 

happened behind the famous red gates. 

 

About The Salvation Army 

The Salvation Army is an international Christian church and registered charity which has been 

transforming lives for more than 150 years. Working in 134 countries worldwide, The Salvation 

Army offers friendship, practical help and support for people at all levels of need. In the UK 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https:/www.strawberryfield.salvationarmy.org.uk/___.YXAxZTppbmZsdWVudGlhbC1lMGJiYzRkMDpjOm9mZmljZTM2NV9lbWFpbHNfYXR0YWNobWVudDpjNzExNDA4NzQ4YjkxYjE3YjY2Y2MxNDE2ZWQwNzJhZDo3OjM4Nzk6ZTNjZGE2ZjhlOTU5NzYyYThjMDc0Y2QyNzc3NGNkY2RiZTc0NzE3NmNlYjBjMWJiOWI1Njk3Mjk3YjdkOWFiZTpwOlQ6Rg
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https:/www.facebook.com/StrawberryFieldLiverpool/___.YXAxZTppbmZsdWVudGlhbC1lMGJiYzRkMDpjOm9mZmljZTM2NV9lbWFpbHNfYXR0YWNobWVudDpjNzExNDA4NzQ4YjkxYjE3YjY2Y2MxNDE2ZWQwNzJhZDo3OmZiMDQ6Zjk1MWIzZDQyODFjNGM5ZDM4MTRlN2U4YzFhODQ1Y2VjYWVlYzQzYjYxYTI3ZGJkYTUzYWY5N2I0ZjJmNGFhNTpwOlQ6Rg
https://www.tiktok.com/@strawberryfieldliverpool
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https:/x.com/strawberryfield___.YXAxZTppbmZsdWVudGlhbC1lMGJiYzRkMDpjOm9mZmljZTM2NV9lbWFpbHNfYXR0YWNobWVudDpjNzExNDA4NzQ4YjkxYjE3YjY2Y2MxNDE2ZWQwNzJhZDo3OjVlYTA6YzU2NmU1YTE1NjgxOWVmZTFhZTBmYmNkNWYwZTRhMjQ3NzhmODFlNjNlZjU1NGQzMTUxY2E5NTM1ZGFmYWVmMDpwOlQ6Rg
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https:/www.instagram.com/strawberryfieldliverpooluk/___.YXAxZTppbmZsdWVudGlhbC1lMGJiYzRkMDpjOm9mZmljZTM2NV9lbWFpbHNfYXR0YWNobWVudDpjNzExNDA4NzQ4YjkxYjE3YjY2Y2MxNDE2ZWQwNzJhZDo3Ojg5NGQ6MTA0NzI5M2RjMjI0M2FmOWVjY2VlMmU5ZjViY2M2MTk3Zjg5N2FhMjFjNGE3YmQwM2M3ZWM5MmRmZmYwNzU1MDpwOlQ6Rg
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/18md0UefrBcf3KcRoYWgoazJbm4fb4_g-?usp=sharing
mailto:hinds@thisisinfluential.com


  

 
 

   
 

and Republic of Ireland this work includes more than 600 community churches and social 

centres. Registered Charity Nos. 214779, 215174 and in Scotland SC009359, SC037691. For 

more information visit the website www.salvationarmy.org.uk 

  

Strawberry Field was purchased by The Salvation Army in 1934. The organisation opened the 

site as a children’s home in 1936 and for nearly 70 years the site supported some of Liverpool’s 

most vulnerable children until it closed in 2005. In 2019, The Salvation Army opened the gates 

of its newly developed visitor centre and learning hub. 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___http:/www.salvationarmy.org.uk/___.YXAxZTppbmZsdWVudGlhbC1lMGJiYzRkMDpjOm9mZmljZTM2NV9lbWFpbHNfYXR0YWNobWVudDo1NTNlYmU4OTk3NTViZDYxMjZmY2JhYmFjZDg3NDQ1OTo3OjdhNGI6YTViZDBjNzkwMGU0MGJhYTI0ODQ3NDRlOWU1NTk4OTAyZmFjMzExZDcxOWFjNTMwNGY0OTE0Y2U0YTYzNmYxZjpwOlQ6Rg

