Strawberry Field to unveil memorial rose garden for Sir George and Lady Judy
Martin

The Salvation Army’s Strawberry Field, the iconic Liverpool attraction immortalised by John
Lennon in The Beatles’ hit ‘Strawberry Fields Forever’, has begun work on a memorial rose
garden in honour of the late Sir George Martin CBE and his wife Lady Judy Martin, who was

a patron of Strawberry Field.

The rose garden, generously donated by Cliff Cooper, CEO of Orange Amps, will be the first
public memorial of its kind dedicated to the legendary Beatles’ producer. At its heart, a
striking curved wall will feature a biography of his career engraved in Portland stone
alongside 30 discs commemorating the No.1 UK hit singles produced by Sir George Martin

during his celebrated career.

Designed as a place of peace and reflection, the 95 square metre accessible garden will
also include a calming water feature, and a circular raised rose bed with welcoming seating
areas, offering visitors a beautiful and contemplative space within the historic Strawberry

Field grounds.

The rose garden further enhances the site's appeal as a destination for Beatles fans and

music lovers from around the world.

Project sponsor Cliff Cooper, CEO of Orange Amps, said: "As a patron of Strawberry
Field, I'm honoured to support this tribute to Sir George and Lady Martin. Their impact on
music and their dedication to charitable causes align in harmony with the spirit of Strawberry
Field.”

Before her passing in 2024, Lady Martin envisioned the creation of the rose garden as a
lasting tribute to her husband. She personally gifted Strawberry Field with rose bushes,
thoughtfully chosen from David Austin, which will now form the centrepiece of the memorial.
The garden will honour both Sir George and Lady Martin, shaped with the involvement and

support of their children, Lucie Kitchener and Giles Martin.



Lucie Kitchener, daughter of Sir George and Lady Martin, said:
“The creation of the rose garden at Strawberry Field was a project our mother was
passionately involved in. We are honoured that the garden will now pay tribute to both our

parents, and we are so grateful to those who have made it possible.

“Strawberry Field’'s work in supporting young people is extraordinary, and this will add

another dimension to an already magical place.”

Major Michelle Lovegrove-Huggins, Mission Director at Strawberry Field, added: "This
rose garden will be a wonderful complement to our existing attraction, including the
interactive exhibition and the bandstand which was also generously donated by Cliff Cooper.
The rose garden is the result of so much hard work, dedication, and valuable generosity
from our beloved patrons and supporters, and we are delighted to honour Sir George and

Lady Judy Martin in this special space.

“Visitors will be captivated by the rose garden, which will enhance the peaceful atmosphere
and serve as a place of tranquillity for both the local and international communities. It's
another way we're preserving the rich musical heritage of this unique site while continuing

The Salvation Army's mission of service and love.”

The Sir George and Lady Martin Rose Garden is scheduled to open in Spring 2026,
providing another reason to visit the already iconic Strawberry Field. All proceeds from visits
to Strawberry Field help support the centre's programmes which help people with learning

disabilities and barriers to employment access paid work.

Project sponsor Cliff Cooper, a longstanding supporter and patron of Strawberry Field, also
generously donated its bass drum shaped bandstand - a nod to the Beatles' iconic album

cover, 'Sgt Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band' - which opened in 2023.

For more information about Strawberry Field, visit the website, and on social media —

Facebook, X and Instagram.
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https://www.strawberryfield.salvationarmy.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/StrawberryFieldLiverpool/
https://x.com/strawberryfield
https://www.instagram.com/strawberryfieldliverpooluk/

'STRAWBER RY
FIELD 4
Press release issued by Influential on behalf of Strawberry Field. For

further information, please contact Katie — k.griffiths@thisisinfluential.com // 07906 423712.

Strawberry Field

Strawberry Field is an award-winning visitor attraction located in Woolton, south Liverpool,
located at the iconic site immortalised by John Lennon in The Beatles' hit, ‘Strawberry Fields

Forever’.

Telling the story of John Lennon's childhood and the writing and recording of the iconic song
‘Strawberry Fields Forever’, the Strawberry Field attraction is home to an interactive visitor
exhibition which includes the actual ‘Imagine’ piano, the original red gates, and the magical

gardens where John played, climbed trees and dreamed as a child.

Through archival footage, photographs, timelines and specialist media guides, visitors to
Strawberry Field can experience where John Lennon played and what happened behind the

famous red gates.

Profits from the visitor experience and commercial operations go towards keeping the gates
open for the good of the local community; and to help fund Steps at Strawberry Field, a
series of programmes aimed at those with learning difficulties or other barriers to

employment.

The Salvation Army

The Salvation Army is an international Christian church and registered charity which has
been transforming lives for more than 150 years. Working in 134 countries worldwide, The
Salvation Army offers friendship, practical help and support for people at all levels of need. In
the UK and Republic of Ireland this work includes more than 600 community churches and
social centres. Registered Charity Nos. 214779, 215174 and in Scotland SC009359,

SC037691. For more information visit the website www.salvationarmy.org.uk

Strawberry Field was purchased by The Salvation Army in 1934. The organisation opened
the site as a children’s home in 1936 and for nearly 70 years the site supported some of

Liverpool’s most vulnerable children until it closed in 2005.
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A young John Lennon lived nearby and played in the grounds,
eventually inspiring him to write the song Strawberry Fields Forever. In 2019, The Salvation

Army opened the gates of its newly developed visitor centre and learning hub.



